
 

PILBARA KIMBERLEY UNIVERSITY CENTRES 

Commonwealth Prac Payment 

A Guide for Students Undertaking Practical Placement 

Current as at May 2026  |  $338.60 per week (2026 rate) 

 ℹ   This guide is prepared by PKUC to help our students understand the Commonwealth Prac Payment (CPP). 
The information is based on the Australian Government's published eligibility criteria and guidelines. For full 
details and to apply, please contact your enrolled university directly. PKUC staff are available to help you 
understand your eligibility and navigate the process. 

1.  What Is the Commonwealth Prac Payment? 

Practical placements are a compulsory part of many health and education degrees - but they create a real financial 
challenge. When you are on placement, you typically cannot work your usual paid hours, yet your living costs do not go 
away. For many students, this is the single biggest barrier to completing their degree. 

The Commonwealth Prac Payment (CPP) is a weekly payment introduced by the Australian Government to address 
exactly this problem. It provides eligible students with financial support while they are completing a mandatory practical 
placement as part of their studies, helping to cover everyday costs such as food, rent, travel and other living expenses. 

Where does this come from? 

The CPP was announced in the 2024-25 Federal Budget. The Australian Government is investing $427.4 million over 
four years from 2024-25 - and an additional $1.2 billion from 2028-29 to 2034-35 - to fund the payment. It commenced 
on 1 July 2025. 

The payment is targeted at students who are most at risk of what is sometimes called 'placement poverty' - that is, 
students who genuinely need to work to support themselves but cannot do so during a full-time placement. 

How much is it? 

Placement Year Weekly Rate Benchmarked To 

2025 $331.65 per week Single Austudy rate 

2026 (current) $338.60 per week Single Austudy rate (indexed 1 
Jan each year) 

 

The rate is automatically indexed to the single Austudy rate each year on 1 January. You will receive the rate that applies in 
the year your placement occurs - not the rate in the year you apply. 

What is it available for? 

The CPP can be used for any cost associated with your daily living or placement, including: 

• Rent, board or accommodation costs during your placement 

• Food and groceries 

• Travel and transport to and from your placement 

• Accommodation if your placement requires you to travel away from home 

• Uniforms, equipment or other items required for your placement 

• Childcare or caring costs arising from your placement 

• Any other everyday living expense 

 

The CPP is not a scholarship or a study allowance - it is specifically designed to replace the income you lose 
when you cannot work during a full-time placement. There are no restrictions on how you spend it. 

 

 



 

Who administers it? 

For students enrolled in a Bachelor's or Master's degree, the CPP is administered by your university - you apply through 
your university and are paid by your university. Your university confirms your eligibility and processes the payment. 

For Diploma of Nursing students, the CPP (VET) is a separate grant administered by the Australian Government 
through the Your Career Portal at www.yourcareer.gov.au. 

2.  Key Terms Explained 

The eligibility rules for the CPP use specific terms that have precise meanings. This section explains what each term 
means in plain language. 

 

Term What It Means 

Commonwealth Prac 
Payment (CPP) 

The weekly government payment this guide is about. It is paid to eligible students 
during a mandatory practical placement to help with living costs while they cannot 
work their usual hours. 

Domestic Student A student who is an Australian citizen, an Australian permanent resident, or a 
New Zealand citizen. International students are not eligible for the CPP 
regardless of their visa status. 

Commonwealth Supported 
Place (CSP) 

A university place where the Australian Government pays part of your tuition fees, 
reducing what you pay through your HECS-HELP debt. You are in a CSP if you 
see 'Commonwealth Supported' on your enrolment or invoice. Your university can 
confirm this if you are unsure. 

Mandatory Placement A compulsory practical component of your degree that you must complete in 
order to graduate and meet the professional accreditation requirements of your 
course. It is also commonly called a practicum, prac, clinical placement or 
professional experience. The placement must be unpaid - paid work experience 
does not qualify. 

Eligible Course The CPP is available only to students in specific courses: teaching, nursing, 
midwifery, social work (Bachelor's or Master's degree) and the Diploma of 
Nursing (VET). Other health or education degrees, including paramedicine, 
occupational therapy and psychology, are not currently eligible. 

Income Support Payment 
(ISP) 

A regular payment from Services Australia (Centrelink) or the Department of 
Veterans' Affairs that you receive because of your financial circumstances. 
Eligible payments include Youth Allowance (student), Austudy, ABSTUDY, 
Disability Support Pension, Age Pension, Carer Payment, JobSeeker, Parenting 
Payment, Special Benefit, Farm Household Allowance and DVA income support 
payments. If you receive any of these, you automatically satisfy the financial 
eligibility test for the CPP. 

Need to Work Test The test you must pass if you do not receive an Income Support Payment. You 
pass it by demonstrating that you worked more than 60 hours over a continuous 
four-week period during your normal study period (not during holidays or 
placement). This equates to more than 15 hours per week on average. You must 
provide payslips or other evidence covering this four-week window. 

Income Test The financial threshold that applies alongside the Need to Work Test. For 2026 
placements, your gross income (before tax) must have been no more than 
$1,536.37 per week on average during the same four-week period used for the 
Need to Work Test. This includes all sources of income - wages, scholarships, 
bursaries, government payments - paid directly to you. 

Continuity-of-Care 
Placement 

A specific type of midwifery placement where a student follows a pregnant 
woman throughout her entire care journey - from antenatal appointments through 
to birth and postnatal care. Because this placement type requires the student to 
be available at unpredictable times (including nights and weekends), the usual 30 
hours per week requirement is modified for midwifery students. 

Exceptional Circumstances Cases where a student does not meet the standard eligibility criteria but may still 
be able to access the CPP due to unusual or extreme personal circumstances. 
Your university assesses these on a case-by-case basis. If you think your 

http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/


 

Term What It Means 

situation may qualify, contact your university's student services team as early as 
possible. 

Austudy Rate The rate of the Austudy payment made by Services Australia to eligible full-time 
students and Australian Apprentices aged 25 and over. The CPP is benchmarked 
to the single (no dependants) Austudy rate and is indexed to it each 1 January. 

Taxable Income The CPP is considered taxable income by the Australian Taxation Office (ATO). 
This means you must declare it on your annual tax return. Your university will not 
withhold tax on your behalf - you are responsible for managing this. If you also 
receive an Income Support Payment from Centrelink or DVA, you must report 
your CPP to Services Australia or the DVA each time you start a new placement. 

Your Career Portal The Australian Government's online portal at www.yourcareer.gov.au through 
which Diploma of Nursing (VET) students apply for the CPP (VET). This is a 
separate process from the higher education CPP application, which goes through 
your university. 

3.  Eligibility - At a Glance 

To receive the CPP, you must meet all of the following requirements: 

 

  Requirement Details 

✓ Residency Status You must be a Domestic Student - an Australian citizen, permanent resident, or 
New Zealand citizen. International students are not eligible. 

✓ Enrolment Type You must be enrolled in a Commonwealth Supported Place (CSP). Your 
university can confirm your enrolment type if you are unsure. 

✓ Eligible Course You must be studying teaching, nursing, midwifery or social work (Bachelor's or 
Master's level) or a Diploma of Nursing (VET level). 

✓ Mandatory Placement You must be completing a mandatory, unpaid practical placement that is a 
compulsory requirement of your course. 

✓ Placement Intensity Your placement must be at least 30 hours per week. For Midwifery students on 
continuity-of-care placements, different rules apply - speak with your university. 

✓ Financial Eligibility 
(one of two pathways) 

PATHWAY 1: You receive an eligible Income Support Payment (e.g. Youth 
Allowance, Austudy, ABSTUDY, DSP, DVA payment). If this applies, you are 
financially eligible - no further income test is required.  PATHWAY 2: You must 
pass both the Need to Work Test (evidence of working more than 60 hours in a 
continuous 4-week study period) and the Income Test (gross income of no more 
than $1,536.37 per week during that same period, including all income types). 

 

⚠   If you are close to the income threshold, or if your circumstances are unusual, contact your university well 
before your placement begins. There is provision for exceptions in certain circumstances, but you must discuss 
these early - universities cannot always process late exception requests. 

4.  How to Apply 

Bachelor's and Master's students 

The CPP application process is managed by your enrolled university - not by PKUC. Here is the general process, 
though exact steps differ between universities: 

• Contact your university's student services, scholarships or financial support team and ask about the CPP 

• Check your eligibility using the government's online CPP Eligibility Checker at www.education.gov.au/cpp 

• Gather your supporting documents - your university will tell you exactly what is required 

• Submit your application through your university's CPP application portal or form 

• Allow up to 15 business days for payment after your application is approved 

 

http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/
http://www.education.gov.au/cpp


 

Timing matters: You can apply up to two months before your placement begins and up to six months after your placement start 
date. Do not wait until after you graduate - applications submitted after graduation are not accepted. 

Diploma of Nursing students 

If you are studying the Diploma of Nursing through a VET provider (TAFE), you apply through a separate process: 

• Visit the Your Career Portal at www.yourcareer.gov.au 

• Create a profile and complete the CPP (VET) application 

• Provide supporting documentation as directed 

• The Department of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) administers the payment - not your training 
provider 

Supporting documents you may need 

Depending on your circumstances, you will need some or all of the following: 

• Proof of Australian citizenship or permanent residency (e.g. birth certificate or passport) 

• Confirmation of Enrolment from your university showing your CSP enrolment 

• Confirmation of your placement dates and hours (usually from your university's placement team) 

• If claiming via the Income Support Payment pathway: a Centrelink Income Statement or DVA Payment Summary 

• If claiming via the Need to Work Test pathway: payslips or other income evidence covering a continuous four-
week period during your normal study (not during holidays or previous placements) 

• If your income includes scholarships, bursaries or other payments: documentation of those amounts and dates 

5.  Who to Contact 

 

Contact For What 

PKUC Hub Manager or Hub Staff 
At your nearest PKUC Hub 
info@pkuc.edu.au 

Your first point of contact. PKUC staff can help you understand 
whether you are likely to be eligible, explain the eligibility rules, 
help you locate your university's CPP application process, and 
support you in preparing your application. We cannot process the 
payment on your behalf - that is done by your university - but we 
can help you navigate the process and advocate for you if 
needed. 

Your University's Student Services, 
Scholarships or Financial Support Team 
Contact your university directly for their specific 
CPP application portal and team details 

Applying for the CPP, submitting your documents, checking your 
application status, receiving your payment, and any questions 
about your specific eligibility assessment. For Bachelor's and 
Master's students, all applications go through your university. This 
is the team that will actually pay you. 

Australian Government - Department of 
Education 
For higher education (Bachelor's/Master's) 
students: 
commonwealthpracpayment@education.gov.au 

General questions about the CPP program, eligibility rules and 
guidelines. Note: questions about your specific application or 
payment must go through your university - the Department does 
not process individual applications. 

Department of Employment and 
Workplace Relations (DEWR) 
For VET / Diploma of Nursing students: 
www.yourcareer.gov.au 

Diploma of Nursing (VET) students apply directly through the Your 
Career Portal. The DEWR administers the CPP (VET) program 
separately from the higher education CPP managed by the 
Department of Education. 

Services Australia (Centrelink) 
13 23 18 

If you currently receive an Income Support Payment (Youth 
Allowance, Austudy, ABSTUDY, etc.), you must report your CPP 
to Centrelink each time you start a new placement. Centrelink can 
advise on how the CPP may interact with your existing payments. 

 

 

 

http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/
mailto:commonwealthpracpayment@education.gov.au
http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/


 

6.  Source Information and Further Reading 

The information in this guide is drawn from the following official sources, which are updated regularly by the Australian 
Government. If anything in this guide conflicts with the official government sources, the government source takes 
precedence. 

• Australian Government Department of Education - Commonwealth Prac Payment (CPP) main page: 
www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp 

• Department of Education - CPP Student eligibility information: www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-
payment-cpp/students 

• Department of Education - CPP Frequently Asked Questions: www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-
payment-cpp/frequently-asked-questions-cpp 

• Department of Employment and Workplace Relations - CPP for VET (Diploma of Nursing): 
www.dewr.gov.au/skills-and-training/help-cost-training/commonwealth-prac-payment-vocational-education-and-
training 

• CPP Eligibility Checker (online tool): www.education.gov.au/cpp-eligibility-checker 

• Your Career Portal (for Diploma of Nursing / VET students): www.yourcareer.gov.au 

 

This guide was last updated: May 2026. Payment rates and income thresholds are indexed annually on 1 
January. PKUC will update this guide each year. Always check the Department of Education website for the 
most current figures and rules. 

7.  Frequently Asked Questions 

These FAQs are designed to answer the questions PKUC students most commonly ask about the CPP in plain, 
practical language. 

About Eligibility 

Q:  I'm studying nursing - am I definitely eligible? 

A:  Not automatically. You need to meet all of the eligibility requirements: you must be a domestic student 
(Australian citizen, permanent resident or New Zealand citizen), enrolled in a Commonwealth Supported Place, 
completing a mandatory unpaid placement of at least 30 hours per week, and meet one of the two financial eligibility 
pathways. Your course being nursing is the starting point - but the financial eligibility tests are the part that catches 
most students out. Talk to your PKUC Hub Manager or your university's student services team to assess your 
specific situation. 

Q:  I'm an international student studying nursing. Can I get the CPP? 

A:  No. The CPP is only available to domestic students - Australian citizens, permanent residents, and New Zealand 
citizens. International students are not eligible regardless of their visa type or how long they have been studying in 
Australia. 

Q:  I'm not sure whether I'm in a Commonwealth Supported Place. How do I find out? 

A:  Check your university enrolment confirmation or fee notice - it will say 'Commonwealth Supported' if you are in a 
CSP. You can also log into your student portal or contact your university's student administration team and ask 
directly. Your PKUC Hub Manager can also help you work this out. 

Q:  I receive Youth Allowance. Does that mean I automatically qualify for the CPP? 

A:  If you receive Youth Allowance (student) from Centrelink, you satisfy the financial eligibility requirement - you do 
not need to pass the Need to Work Test or Income Test. However, you still need to meet all the other requirements: 
domestic student status, CSP enrolment, eligible course, and mandatory placement of at least 30 hours per week. 

Q:  I don't receive any government payments. Can I still apply? 

A:  Yes. Students who do not receive an Income Support Payment can still qualify through the Need to Work Test 
and Income Test pathway. You need to show that you worked more than 60 hours over a continuous four-week 
period during your normal study period (not during holidays or placement), and that your gross income during that 
period did not exceed $1,536.37 per week on average (2026 rate). Payslips are the usual form of evidence. 

Q:  I work around 20 hours a week during semester but it varies. How do I calculate the 60-hour test? 

A:  You choose the best continuous four-week period during your normal study period (outside holidays and 
placements) prior to your placement commencing. Add up all your working hours across those 
four weeks. If the total is more than 60 hours, you pass the Need to Work Test. You must then 
also show that your average weekly gross income across those same four weeks did not exceed 
$1,536.37. 

http://www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp
http://www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp/students
http://www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp/students
http://www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp/frequently-asked-questions-cpp
http://www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp/frequently-asked-questions-cpp
http://www.dewr.gov.au/skills-and-training/help-cost-training/commonwealth-prac-payment-vocational-education-and-training
http://www.dewr.gov.au/skills-and-training/help-cost-training/commonwealth-prac-payment-vocational-education-and-training
http://www.education.gov.au/cpp-eligibility-checker
http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/


 

Q:  My income includes a scholarship. Does that count toward the income threshold? 

A:  Yes. All income is included in the Income Test - wages, scholarships, bursaries and any other payments made 
directly to you during the four-week period. If you receive a scholarship, you will need to provide documentation of 
the amount, frequency and dates of payment as part of your application. 

Q:  I'm a midwifery student. Does the 30 hours per week rule apply to me? 

A:  Not in the same way. Midwifery students on continuity-of-care placements - where you follow one woman 
throughout her pregnancy, birth and postnatal period - have different rules because of the unpredictable nature of 
this work. The standard 30 hours per week threshold is modified for these placements. Talk to your university about 
how your specific placement type is assessed. 

Q:  I'm studying social work. Are all social work degrees eligible? 

A:  The CPP is available for Bachelor's and Master's degrees in social work that lead to entry-to-practice. Check 
with your university that your specific degree meets this requirement. Not all social work qualifications are covered - 
particularly postgraduate specialisations that do not lead directly to professional accreditation. 

Q:  I'm studying paramedicine. Am I eligible? 

A:  No. Paramedicine is not currently included in the list of eligible courses. The CPP covers teaching, nursing, 
midwifery and social work at the Bachelor's and Master's level, and the Diploma of Nursing at VET level. The 
government has indicated it may review eligible courses in the future, but paramedicine is not included as at the 
date of this guide. 

About the Payment 

Q:  When does the money actually arrive? 

A:  Processing times vary between universities. As a general guide, universities aim to process payments within 15 
business days of an approved outcome. Your university will tell you their specific timeline. Payment is usually made 
to the bank account on your student record, so ensure your banking details are current. 

Q:  Is the CPP paid weekly, or as a lump sum? 

A:  It depends on your university. Some universities pay on a weekly basis during the placement; others calculate 
the total weeks and pay as a lump sum after the placement is confirmed. Ask your university's student services 
team how they administer the payment timing. 

Q:  Do I have to pay tax on the CPP? 

A:  Yes. The CPP is taxable income. You must declare it on your annual tax return. Your university will not withhold 
tax on your behalf - this is your responsibility. If you are unsure about your tax obligations, the ATO website 
(www.ato.gov.au) has information for students, or you can speak with a registered tax agent. 

Q:  Will the CPP affect my Centrelink payments? 

A:  Possibly. If you receive an Income Support Payment from Centrelink or the DVA, you must report your CPP to 
them every time you start a new placement. Whether it affects your existing payments depends on your individual 
circumstances and which payments you receive. Contact Services Australia on 13 23 18 or visit your nearest 
Centrelink to discuss your specific situation before your placement begins. 

Q:  Can I receive the CPP for more than one placement? 

A:  Yes, if your course requires multiple placements and you remain eligible. You will need to submit a new 
application for each placement. For subsequent placements in the same year, you must confirm that your 
circumstances have not changed and that you remain eligible. If your situation has changed - for example, your 
income has increased - you may no longer qualify. 

Q:  My placement has already started - can I still apply? 

A:  Yes, but do not leave it too long. You have up to six months from the start date of your placement to apply. After 
six months, applications are not accepted. Apply as early as possible - preferably before your placement begins or 
within the first few weeks. Applications submitted after graduation are also not accepted. 

About the Process 

Q:  Can PKUC apply for the CPP on my behalf? 

A:  No. PKUC cannot submit your CPP application or receive payment on your behalf. For Bachelor's and Master's 
students, the application goes through your enrolled university. For Diploma of Nursing students, you apply directly 
through the Your Career Portal. What PKUC can do is help you understand the eligibility rules, identify which 
documents you need, and support you in navigating your university's process. Talk to your Hub Manager as early 
as possible. 

 

http://www.ato.gov.au/


 

Q:  I don't meet the standard eligibility requirements. Is there any way I can still get the CPP? 

A:  There is a provision for exceptional circumstances where a student may be able to access the CPP despite not 
meeting standard criteria. This is assessed by your university case by case. If you think your circumstances are 
exceptional, contact your university's student services team as early as possible - well before your placement 
begins. Do not assume you are ineligible without checking first. 

Q:  I studied at a university in another city but I am living in the Pilbara or Kimberley and doing my placement 
here. Can I still access the CPP? 

A:  Yes. Your eligibility for the CPP is determined by your university - where you physically do your placement does 
not affect your eligibility, provided you are in an eligible course and meet the other criteria. If you are doing your 
placement in a regional or remote location, you may have additional costs (accommodation, travel) that the CPP 
can help cover. Talk to your Hub Manager about how PKUC can support you during your placement. 

Q:  Where can I find the most up-to-date information? 

A:  The Department of Education's CPP webpage is the authoritative source: 
www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp. This page is updated when policy or payment rates 
change. The government also provides an online Eligibility Checker tool at the same website. You can also contact 
your PKUC Hub Manager or your university's student services team at any time. 

 

Pilbara Kimberley University Centres (PKUC) 

info@pkuc.edu.au  |  www.pkuc.edu.au 

 
This guide is provided for information purposes only. PKUC does not administer the Commonwealth Prac Payment. All applications 

and eligibility assessments are managed by your enrolled university (Bachelor's/Master's) or through the Your Career Portal (Diploma 
of Nursing/VET). Information is current as at May 2026 and subject to change — always check 

www.education.gov.au/commonwealth-prac-payment-cpp for the latest. 
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mailto:info@pkuc.edu.au
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